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WHALER INTRODUCES SHOCK ABSORPTION SYSTEM FOR BOATS 

 

(Edgewater, Florida) On February 13, at the Miami International Boat Show, Boston 

Whaler introduced an innovative option designed to dramatically reduce the amount of 

impact felt while riding in a boat in rough seas. Boston Whaler’s exclusive Active Deck 

Suspension System (ADSS) is a pneumatic shock absorption system developed in 

cooperation with Garelick Manufacturing. A patent is pending. 

 

“It is really remarkable,” said Boston Whaler President Michael Myers. “We’ve tested it 

under some pretty extreme conditions and there is a significant difference in the ride of 

the boat,” he said. “You come off of an enormous wave and prepare for a jolt that never 

comes.” 

 



The deck area immediately adjacent to and including the helm seat (the pilot deck) is 

supported at the front by pneumatic cylinders that adjust in response to external hull 

impact.  When the boat encounters a jarring wave, air is released and the pilot deck 

briefly lowers relative to the rest of the deck virtually "absorbing" the shock. This occurs 

in proportion to the severity of hull impact. The harder the impact, the more air is 

released. The cylinders are constantly pressurized to absorb the next impact.  

 

“Because of the Whaler’s inherent unsinkability, our customers tend to use their boats in 

some rough conditions,” said Boston Whaler’s Director of Product Development Ron 

Berman. “Despite the sharp V-entries on our Outrages, steep waves close together can 

really wear on you after a few hours,” he said. “But with ADSS, your legs, knees and 

arms are not as fatigued because the boat actually absorbs the bulk of the impact.” 

 

The ADSS consists of three main components: 1) a suspension chassis and deck located 

directly beneath the helmsman, 2) an air compressor and reserve tank assembly located 

inside the console, and 3) a control panel located on the dash.  

 

To activate the ADSS, the helmsman turns the power switch at the helm to the "on" 

position. This activates an air compressor that pressurizes a reserve air tank. The air 

cylinders directly below the helm area adjust to the amount of weight that is on the deck. 



As each additional person steps onto the pilot deck, the deck lowers momentarily as the 

system adjusts for the extra weight. 

 

The firmness of the ride can be adjusted by a ride adjustment knob at the helm. If the 

deck is too sensitive for conditions, the knob can be adjusted to produce a firmer ride.  

 

In some instances, while trolling or operating in calm water, it may be more desirable to 

have a traditional fixed deck. With the push of the button, the ADSS can be deactivated 

and the deck is fixed in place by lift jacks. This prevents the system from constantly 

trying to adjust for people moving back and forth across the cockpit while fighting fish or 

checking lines. 

 

“We’re excited about being the only boat company with this option,” said Myers. “We’re 

constantly looking for ways to get more people boating. The ADSS allows people to be 

more comfortable and to go out more often.” The ADSS is available exclusively on 

Boston Whaler’s 2004 model year 320 Outrage. 

 

Boston Whaler is owned by Brunswick Corporation. Headquartered in Lake Forest, Ill., 

Brunswick Corporation is a manufacturer and marketer of leading consumer brands 

including Mercury and Mariner outboard engines; Mercury MerCruiser sterndrives and 



inboard engines; Sea Ray, Bayliner, Maxum, Hatteras, Meridian and Sealine pleasure 

boats; Baja high-performance boats; Boston Whaler and Trophy offshore fishing boats; 

Princecraft fishing, deck and pontoon boats; Life Fitness, Hammer Strength and 

ParaBody fitness equipment; Brunswick bowling centers, equipment and consumer 

products; and Brunswick billiards tables. 
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