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Send your tips to: Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A., Attn: Tech Exchange, P.O. Box 6555, Cypress, CA 90630
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NOTE: The wear was measured at the wrist pin area. 

Oils are not created equal – not even TC-W3™
oils. Yamalube 2-M has been specifically
designed for use in Yamaha 2-stroke outboards
for reliability and durability. Your customers
should understand the importance of using
Yamalube® 2-M. Other oils can cause increased
wear and greater chance for oil-related failures.

Here is an example. Yamaha tested identical out-
boards by running them for 150 hours at full throt-
tle under load. One had Yamalube 2-M, the other
was run using a nationally recognized competitor
oil (not a “bargain” brand). After the test, we tore
the engines down and inspected them carefully.
We measured wear in the critical wrist pin boss
area on the piston. The graph below shows the
eye-opening results.

Yamaha also inspected the engines for piston
ring scuffing and sticking. The results also
showed the superiority of Yamalube.

What does this mean to you and your cus-
tomers?

Simply this: Using a cheaper oil to “save money”
can actually end up costing the customer much,
much more in the long run. Even a well-known
brand like the one in our test can result in signifi-
cantly more wear than genuine Yamalube. Some
customers have been led to believe that all oils
are the same if they are TC-W3™. This is simply
not true. TC-W3™ is only a minimum standard.
Yamalube surpasses the standard with highest
quality ingredients and a carefully blended addi-
tive package to provide superior lubrication with
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2.6L ~ 3.1L engines use a water-cooled
rectifier/regulator. The most common failures
of the rectifier/regulator are heat and freeze
damage due to a blocked cooling hose. 

The cooling water from the rectifier/regulator
also supplies the overboard indicator (water
cooling pilot hole) (see illustration below).

If the overboard indicator is blocked from
debris in the water, the rectifier/regulator may
overheat from lack of water flow. When an
engine comes in for service, ensure that the
overboard indicator is free from any obstruc-
tions. The use of an air gun directed up the
pilot hole usually dislodges most obstructions.
If the obstruction is too large, the assembly
must be removed and cleaned. Also, tell your
customer to periodically check the overboard
indicator and how to clean it out (e.g., remove
the hose off the fitting and push a piece of wire
through the hole).

When winterizing the engine, also ensure the
overboard indicator is operating and draining
properly. If water is left in the rectifier/regulator
cover, it may freeze and crack the cover (see
illustration below).

Water-Cooled Rectifier/Regulator Maintenance -
All 2.6L ~ 3.1L Models
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fewer power-robbing deposits that can shorten
engine life.

Yamaha’s business is outboards. We have
built an unmatched reputation for quality, per-
formance, and durability with our engines.
We’re not going to risk that reputation with an

inferior oil product. Yamalube 2-M is blended to
be the best oil for our engines. Your dealer-
ship’s customer satisfaction can be enhanced
by providing the correct lubricants and protec-
tion chemicals for the engines you sell. It is
always best to say, “Use Genuine Yamaha
Parts and Accessories. Use Yamalube!” 


